Liturgy Examination for NPM Certification:
DMMD, Organ Colleague, Cantor Colleague

Study Guide 2011

Part I: Sunday Celebration of the Eucharist

Introductory Rites
Liturgy of the Word
Liturgy of the Eucharist
Concluding Rite

The liturgy committee has asked you to help them examine the musical elements in the celebration of the
Sunday Eucharist in your parish. Take each of the four parts of the liturgy listed above, and help them to
study and evaluate the musical elements of each part of the Eucharistic liturgy. Make use of appropriate
texts from the Sacramentary and Lectionary for Mass, as well as pertinent liturgical documents. Take
into account the following aspects:

Relationship of Music to Ritual Action and Text

Musical Form

Participation of the Assembly

Role of Priest, Deacon, Psalmist, Choir, Cantor, Instrumentalists, Director

Part II: Seasons of the Liturgical Year

Advent
Christmas Season
Lent

Easter Season
Ordinary Time

1. Are there elements of the Sunday Eucharist that are to be omitted or highlighted during this season?

2. How would the celebration of this season affect the shape of each of the major parts of the eucharistic
liturgy: introductory rites, liturgy of the Word, liturgy of the Eucharist, concluding rite?

3. What musical elements should be highlighted or downplayed (even omitted) during this season?

4. Which of the psalms might be sung during this season during the entrance rite, after the first reading,
and/or during communion? What musical settings of these psalms would you choose, and why?

5. What items of ritual music might be used throughout this season (e.g., acclamations, responses)?
What hymns or songs?
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Part III: Rites of the Church

Easter Vigil with Celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation
Celebration of Infant Baptism at Sunday Mass

Celebration of Baptism Outside of Mass

Celebration of First Eucharist (at Sunday Mass)

Anointing of the Sick at Sunday Mass

Communal Penance Celebration (Form 2) during Advent or Lent
Celebration of Marriage during Mass

Celebration of Marriage between a Catholic and an Unbaptized Person
Funeral Rites: Vigil, Funeral Liturgy, Committal

Confirmation

In each of the above situations, contribute to the preparation of the liturgy, taking into consideration the
following questions:

1. What are the most important musical elements of the rite: acclamations, processional songs, blessing
prayers, dialogues, responses? How are these tied to the major ritual actions?

2. What would be appropriate choices for psalms, hymns and songs for this rite?

3. How could choral and instrumental music be used to support the celebration of the rite?

Liturgical Documents

Candidates should be familiar with the following liturgical documents and with their implications for the
role of music and of music ministry in the liturgy.

Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium (1963)

Musicam Sacram (1967)

Directory for Masses with Children (1973)

General Instruction of the Roman Missal with Adaptations for the United States of
America (third typical edition, 2002)

e Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship (2007)

Other Reading

Candidates will benefit from reading and studying the following books available from NPM Publications.

Seven Sessions: The NPM Study Guide to Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship
Singing Our Worship: A Pastoral Musician’s Guide to the General Instruction of the Roman
Missal

Singing the Year of Grace
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